Testimony to the Legislature (there was a two minute time limit, and Lila finished just in the nick of time!)

Hello, I'm Lila Bennett from Tangletown Farm in Middlesex, VT.  My husband, three children and I raise many kinds of animals for local, delicious and organic meat.

I'm here to talk about how to make local food accessible to everyone across the economic spectrum.  And also to talk about the raw milk laws and to show my support of on-farm slaughter.

This year we are selling meat to our local school.  This is great for us and great for the kids.  Instead of subsidizing large farms far away that produce vast amounts of greenhouse gases, we should increase spending for school lunch programs, state cafeterias, hospitals, etc.  so that local foods from local farms can become the central part of these systems.  Then it will be more likely to have fair wages for farmers and fair prices for consumers.  

Next, farmers need to be able to collaborate to promote and sell products, like whats happening in Hardwick.  For example, I would like to sell a neighboring farms raw milk through my CSA but this is currently illegal.  This impedes the collaboration among farmers that is imperative for the local economy to have success.

Now, about On-Farm Slaughtering:

All large animals must go through a USDA inspected facility.  So, if it is possible get into one (at times this is difficult for small farms) farmers must relinquish control of their animals, they must share equipment with other animals, and possibly wait for days without food for the inspector to come and do his job. Meanwhile quality of life for the animal and quality of product for us goes down.  

Its expensive, too.

On farm slaughter can help farmers support each other and hold each other to the highest standards of farming.  We need to have slaughtering practices we trust and believe in.

After all, our system is not working.  We are finding salmonella in our peanut butter and e.coli in our tomatoes.  If not on-farm slaughter, some thing different is necessary.

Thank you, I look forward to a healthier, less wasteful economy!

