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Tangletown Farm Winter Newsletter 2010

Pastured, Free-Range, Happy Healthy Meat and Eggs

www.tangletownfarm.com ~ ttownfarm@yahoo.com ~ (802) 229-4776

Happy Winter Everyone!  We hope our first newsletter of 2010 finds all of you happy, healthy and eating well.  We have been busy, happy and vibrant here all winter.  Things are happening:  our children are participating in a Haiti fundraiser (look for postcards they will be selling at the Markets), a rabbit doe just had babies, there is a chick who hatched living in our kitchen, and our first delivery of meat chicks and ducks will be arriving on March 1. 

What We're Up To:

The most exciting and important change we are putting in motion is purchasing all of our grains from a certified organic grain producer in Addison, Vermont.  He grows and produces the grains right in Addison.  We are committed buying locally and to saying no to commodity corn and grain production.  This is the best way for us to progress the local food movement in Vermont. 

Also, we are nearly doubling our number of animals and will be doing most of our farming on the land we lease.  We are adding Guinea hens, goat and lamb, and will be offering the goat and lamb by the whole, half or quarter.  We have already taken a few bulk orders and anticipate selling out quickly.  Please order soon if you would like bulk goat or lamb. We will  be offering each new product by the pound at the Montpelier, Burlington and Waterbury Farmer's markets while supplies last.   The land we lease is beautiful farmland, but needs more rotational grazing to bring it to full potential.  We are looking forward to spending time with these animals on the land. 

We are partnering with two local veggie producers to offer a mixed meat and veggie share.  This is a share that includes mostly specialty vegetables. We are doing this so folks can enjoy the highest quality, complimentary meats and vegetables, and because farmer collaboration is key to local food economic success here in Vermont.

Everyday Goings On:

This winter we have raised ducks and meat chickens,offering them fresh at every market.  This was received well as we have just sold our last of both.  We kept fifteen ducks as laying ducks, and the duck eggs are the first thing to sell at the market.  They are rich and delicious, largely due to our ducks commitment to finding anything green:  they clamber into the middle of the round hay bales,  jump up and slide their beaks along the hemlock branches, swallowing all the pine needles. Ducks are full of antics and are fun to watch: they swim in their pool everyday, no matter how cold it is outside. The chickens, even the broilers, wander around, scratching through the horse hay for something good.  We put down lots of shavings too so there is always a place for their dust baths. We have one rare-breed Royal Palm Turkey who is either immersed in a shavings bath or gobbling, displaying his impressive fan. It has been wonderful to have such a menagerie of animals all winter.  

A small mention of our rabbits:  All the rabbits are in their hutches, cozy, restful, packed with clean hay.  At night after a busy day we can go sit and listen to the munching of rabbits eating hay. The whole rabbit house is filled with this sound. The whole place feels calm, warm, at ease. There are usually   babies of some age or another.  Every time we have a new litter of babies, it is exciting.  It never feel usual.  Sometimes farming can be chaotic, and the rabbit house is a welcome relief from that.

Other Winter Doings:

Way back when, in October, we had a great and well attended Pig Roast.  Thank you to everyone that came.  Senator Bernie Sanders even came.  We loved that his presence set the tone to have progressive discussions about making local farming successful.  Since then we have joined the Board of the Waterbury Farmers Market and two focus groups, one being the Local Food Summit Group affiliated with the Vermont Sustainable Jobs Fund, and we are implementing a 10 year plan for successful local agriculture.

We also have gotten quite a bit of press: the Burlington Free Press wrote two articles about us and published a follow-up blog about our farm.  UVM is starting a beginning farmer website and our farm is being profiled there.  You can view the article  by following the link below or check out their website which should be up and running by early April.  The Times Argus posted a photo of a Rumney Student with our pigs when we hosted some school groups, and then recently the Times Argus published a photo essay about our farm. Bernie Sanders included a photo in his newsletter of when he visited our farm.

Here are the links to the articles in the Burlington Free Press, the others can be found on our website.

http://www.burlingtonfreepress.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2010100122017

 HYPERLINK "http://uvmfarmerprofile.odt/"
 
http://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid51421193001?bctid=62733046001

 HYPERLINK "http://uvmfarmerprofile.odt/"
  
We spoke about our ducks at the Vermont Grazing Conference, and we prepared an interactive presentation at the NOFA Childerens Conference about Rabbits.  We tanned hides, and we are proud to say that our children helped a lot with the presentation. Sam, age 8 taught the kids how to tan rabbit hides, Governor, age 5 held a rabbit we brought for the kids to pat and Willa,age 3 doled out the colored pencils for the kids to color on their rabbit-fact coloring pages.
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Farming has been and continues to be a family endeavor.  It is working and we are excited.  We are now taking orders for our upcoming CSA season.  Check our website or email us with questions or details.  Www.tangletownfarm.com

 HYPERLINK "http://Www.tangletownfarm.com/"
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